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TREASURER'S     REPORT 


J.  H.  Root,   Tricasurer,   in  Account  wftji  the  Town  of 

Montague. 


To  Cash  on  hand  Feb.  19,  1^79, 
Balance  due  on 


Taxes,  1877, 
-     "       "       1878, 
Cash  received  of  City  of  Fitchburg, 
Town  of  Athol, 

'•'•  Amherst, 

"       ^  Sunderland, 

"•       '^  Buckland, 

•'       "  Greenfield, 

-       "  Wendell, 

^'  Deerfield, 

Turners  Falls  Co., 

County,  for  Dog  Fund, 

S.  A.  Truman, 

State,  for  Corporation  Tax, 

"       "    Bank 

"•       "•    Paupers, 

'■'       "■    State  Aid, 

"       "    School  Fund, 

"       "    Pauper  Transportation,   11   40 

"•       "    Temporary  Support,        28  34 

"       ''    Burial  Expenses,  10  00 

J.  H.  Brown,  131   50 

for  Rent  of  Lecture  Room,  30  00 

-       "  Town  Hall,  6  00 

Licenses,  1700  00 

Ferry  Boat,  40  00 

Lumber,  5  00 

Peddler's  License,  8   00 

Tuition  at  High  School,  3  50 

Int.  on  Taxes  of  1877,  33  00 

"     ''       "     "  1879,  9   10 

Borrowed  Money,  8600   00 

for  Turners  Falls  Bridge,  20722  30 

Amount  of  Tax  Bill  for  1879,  26003  37 


Dr. 

$781  85 

r)0o  00 

1500  00 

74  47 

65  00 

24  40 

103  80 

186  51 

230  86 

177  33 

52  50 

8  05 

211   90 

48  18 

326  29 

637  83 

195   74 

636  72 

220  92 


$63,323  86 


Amount  forward, 


$63,328  86 


Cr. 

By  Paid  State  Tax, 

575  00 

' 

County  Tax 

3144  02 

' 

Bank  Tax, 

2140  57 

> 

Corporation  Tax, 

51   51 

' 

State  Aid, 

')Sr)  50 

i 

"■      Licenses, 

425  00 

' 

Borrowed  Money, 

6000  00 

( 

for  Suspension  Bridge, 

20722  30 

' 

"•      Selectmen's  Orders, 

19165  00 

i 

"      School  Committee  Orders, 

7164  63 

Bala] 

ace  due  on  Taxes,  1877, 

50  00 

( i 

"     ^'        '^        1878, 

500  00 

i  i 

"     "       ^'       1879, 

1805  87 

Cash 

on  hand. 

994  46 

$63,323  Sii 
J,  H,  ROOT,  Treasurep. 


Montague,  Feb.  18,  1880. 
We  have  this  day  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Town  Treasurer,  and  find  them  properly  kept  and  vouched  for. 


D.  P.  ABERCROMBIE,  ^ 

G,  A.  CLAPP,  >  Finance  Commitee. 

R,  N.  OAKMA-N.  1  ■■    ■  '■    "  ■■ " ' 


SCHOOLING. 


COMMITTEE'S   ACCOUNT. 


Paid  foi'  Wages, 

$5662  66 

"      Repairs, 

132  08 

"     Transportation, 

355  GO 

-      Fuel,     ' 

323  12 

"      Care, 

302  05 

^     Tuition, 

10  00 

"      Printing, 

11   75 

''•     Books,  Charts  and  Maps, 

39  51 

Truancy, 

77  00 

Furnishing  New  Room  at 

Turners   Falls, 

168  18 

"•      School  Supplies,   Crayons, 

&c. 

5 

53  80 

Freight    and  Express, 

21  34 

"      Stationery  and  Stamps, 

8  14 

$7164  63 

Town   appropriation,  for  Schooling. 

$■; 

"000 

00 

"                 "                "  Repairs, 

500 

00 

Received  from  State  School  Fund, 

220 

92 

<tk779n    Q9 

SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL, 
CHAS.  W.  HAZELTON, 
L  CHENERY, 


School 
commtttee. 


6 
HIGHWAYS     AND     BRIDGES. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONEES'  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  repairs,Turners  Falls  and  Montague 

City,  $1344  46 

"        Millers  Falls,     '  335  81 

C.  Scott,  364  78 

Geo.  A.  Wrig-ht,  317  89 

"  "        Thomas  N.  Graves,  66  90 

E.  E.  Scott,  60  00 

12489  84 

Paid  for  grading  Central  street,  |785   00 

"■  bridge,  masonry  and  grading  6tli  St.  501  38 
"•  repairs  lower  suspension  bridge,  206  32 
''      o-radino-  liailroad  street,  85   00 

"•  "        2nd  street  from  L  street  to 

Ferrv  Road,  100  00 

$1677   70 

The  following  work  we  were  obliged  to   do  for 
which  there  were  no  appropriations  : 

Repairs  wing  wall  lower  suspension  bridge,   $177   55 

Grading  5th  street,  west  from  Avenue  A,         50  00 
''        School  street,   from  L  st.  toKst.,       55   00 

Lst.  culvert, 8 00  ft.  long, size  culvert,  2x2|ft.  700  00 

New  road  from  E.  P.  Goodell's  to  Centre 
School  house,  as  ordered  by  the  (bounty 
Commissioners,  126  00 

$1108  55 


Total  for  Highways  and  Bridges,  $5276  09 

Town  appropriation,  $4500  00 

Received  from  Greenfield  for  suspension 

bridge,  100  62 

Deficiencv,  675  47 

$5276  09 

EDWIN  DEMOND,     ^ 

JAS.  A.  GUNN,  >RoAD  Commissioners. 

A.  W.   GROUT,  N 


PAU 
RSEERS 

PERS. 

OVE 

'  ACCOUNT. 

AnthonyAntoine&wife$124  00 
Josephine  Briggs,              16  00 

Benj.F.Tilden,wifeNo.3,  6 
Geo.  W.  Potter,                 6 

00 
00 

E.  J.  Britt, 

18 

20 

Polly  Ware, 

41 

00 

Charles  Burnham, 

23 

76 

J.  E.  Squires, 

14 

68 

R.'E.  Bartlett, 

62 

47 

Chas.  Goland, 

60 

12 

Mary  Burnham, 
John  Bennett, 

39 
6 

28 
00 

Henry  Littlejohn, 
Julia  Larivere, 

13 
10 

25 
00 

Lyman  Brown, 
Mrs.  Boleo, 

37 
145 

05 
19 

Nancy  Bissell, 
Ada  Loveland, 

81 

58 

50 
00 

Emory  Ball, 

45 

31 

John  Commons, 

48 

75 

Rosa  Jarvis, 

10 

00 

Mary  Fahlander, 

6 

70 

Mrs.  Terry, 

173 

39 

Minnie  Burnham, 

33 

52 

C.  B.  Aiken, 

18 

75 

Chas.  Clark, 

7 

20 

Henry  Kentfield, 

18 

00 

Norman  Potter, 

19 

25 

Moses  Bessett, 

78 

78 

Christian  Early, 

61 

66 

Martin  McAlister, 

18 

00 

Wensil  Mason, 

28 

30 

Anna  Wolf, 

96 

43 

Peter  Brusso, 

84 

68 

H.  E.  Ellis, 

30 

25 

Mrs.  Piersons, 

31 

50 

Jacob  Long, 

140 

19 

Nelson  Blouin, 

24 

85 

Rufus  Young, 

37 

10 

Moses  Neveau,  Jr. 

24 

16 

John  Sullivan, 

13 

55 

Ann  Coughlin, 

50 

08 

Alex  LeClair, 

9 

99 

Daniel  Manning, 

16 

75 

Moses  Neveau, 

153 

38 

Cornelius  Redding, 

50 

11 

Geo.  W.  Thompson, 

5 

00 

James  O'Connor, 

19 

15 

Mrs.  McCarthy, 

62 

00 

Mich'l  Sullivan(Derrick)  1 6 

12 

S.  A.  Truman, 

48 

18 

Mary  Collett, 

200 

01 

Ida  Foster, 

65 

00 

Joseph  Jarvis, 

6 

50 

Henry  Jarvis, 

31 

55 

Dana  Cook, 

29 

63 

Jacob  Offinger, 

186 

51 

Lewis  Morey, 

19 

25 

Pat.  Kelly, 
Carrie  Boswell, 

41 
122 

99 
36 

Taylor  Child,                       5 
Transportation  of  Paupers  2  9 

00 
40 

E.  A.  Britt, 

39 

73 

10  other  Paupers, 

49 

80 

Lawson  Boy, 

13 

00 

Ezia  Stowell, 

183 

62 

Mrs.  D.  Leary, 

46 

82 

Burial  Expenses, 

73 

21 

Julia  Ware, 

7 
1  for  5 

75 

Paid  on  To  wnFarm 

ac't,772 

35 

Tota 

mpport  of  Poor, 

$4071 

56 

507  Tramps  a 

t  Turners  Falls, 

105 

50 

$4177  06 


8 


Amount  bvoug-lit  forward. 

Town  Appropriation, 

Received  from  the  State, 

Due  "       ''        " 

Received  from  Town  of  Greenfield, 
"  "      8.  A.  Truman, 

"  "      Town  of  Wendell, 

"  "        "        '^   Buckland, 

"  "        "        ''    Sunderland, 

"  '^        ''        '•   Atliol, 

'  "  "        '^        "   Amherst, 

"  "•       City  of  Fitchburg, 

Due  from  the  Town  of  Gill  for  1879, 
"        "      Emory  Ball, 

Received  from  Ezra  Stowell  Fund, 

Remaining  in  Treasury, 

EDWIN  DEMOND, 

JAS.  A.  GUNN, 
A.   W.   GROUT, 


!■ 

ill!  06 

;30()0 

00 

245 

48 

471 

14 

180 

25 

48 

18 

177 

33 

186 

51 

103 

80 

65 

00 

24 

40 

74 

47 

200 

01 

45 

31 

131 

50 

it, 

iWVX    -x^ 

726  32 


Overseers  of  Poor. 


TOWN     FARM. 


OVERSEERS'  ACX^OUNT. 

Received  for  Straw, 

$32  00 

from  Lake  Pleasant, 

117  24 

for  Pasturing, 

23  00 

"    Beef, 

45  00 

froniN.  L.  X.  R.  11., 

20  00 

for  Walnuts, 

5  00 

"•   Milk  and  Sundries, 

6  60 

:'  Pig«, 

7  00 

from  lown  of  Erving,  for  Tramps, 

9  00 

for  Lumber,  Labor  and  Boarding, 

59  58 

from  Town  Treasurer, 

772  35 

)  77 


Paid 


Paid 


A  mo  nut  received  for  Paup 

ers  brought  forward. 

$1096   77 

for  llelp  in  House  and  on 

Farm, 

1126 

50 

Repair  of  Farming  Tools, 

8 

85 

Repairs  of  Old  House 

and  Barn, 

66 

;)2 

^        Two  Cows, 

45 

00 

'        Burial  Expenses, 

Tin  and  Wooden  Ware, 

12 
12 

00 

11 

Clothing, 

51 

75 

'        Tobacco, 

1 

00 

'        Fish, 

2 

47 

Blacksmithing, 

3 

25 

'        Apples , 

'        Bed  Bug  Poison, 

1 

07 

75 

Flour  and  Meal, 

77 

66 

'        Crackers  for  Tramps, 

13 

76 

Sawing  Lumber, 

14 

92 

'        Groceries, 

238 

33 

'        Dog  License, 

2 

00 

'        Hay  Cutter, 
Meal, 

9 
46 

00 
41 

Soap, 

Medical  Services, 

12 
23 

00 

70 

^        Paper  for  Xew  Part, 

2 

00 

■^        Sundries  and  Fixtures 

1 

13 

72 

Moses  Spencer  and  wife,  J 

or  Ser\'ices 

,  312 

00 

$1096  77 

INVENTORY  or  TOWN  FARM  PROPERTY, 


Real  Estate, 

Live  Stock — 1  Brown  Horse, 

Dark  Bay  Horse, 

5  Cows, 

2  One-Year-Olds, 

1  Bull, 
22  Hens, 

4  Swine, 


$5200 

00 

$120 

00 

40 

00 

155 

00 

30 

00 

15 

00 

11 

00 

36 

00 

407 

00 

\J\J 

7  00 


10 

Amount  forward,  $5607  00 

Produce  and  Provisions — 7  Tons  Hay,         $105  00 

2  Ton  Straw,  12  00 

1  "    Corn  Fodder,    3  00 

25  Bushels  Rye,        18  75 

10  Lbs.  Tallow,  50 

25  Bushels  Corn,       16  25 

125  "    Potatoes,  62  50 

100  Heads  Cabbage,      6  00 


Household  Furniture 
Farming  Tools, 


Received  from  Treasury, 

Interest, 

Taxes  on  Farm  Property 


1  Bbl.  Soap, 

6 

00 

150  Lbs.  Beef, 

13 

50 

125  "  Pork, 

11 

25 

100  "   Ham, 

10 

00 

40  "  Lard, 

4 

00 

1  Bbl.  Cider, 

2 

00 

1  "   Vinegar, 

6 

00 

2  Bushels  Beans, 

4 

00 

20 Lbs.  Dried  AppL 

es,2 

00 

18  Brooms, 

3 

00 

t9R^ 

70 

$5892 

70 

450 

00 

300 

00 

$6642 

70 

S 

$77i 

2   35 

300  00 

ty? 

20  00 

$1092 

35 

There  has  been    furnished    432  weeks'    board  to    inmates, 
besides  giving  entertainment  to  205  tramps. 

EDWIN  DEMOND,  ^ 

JAS.  A.  GUNN,         > Overseers  of  Poor. 

A.  W.  GRONT,         ) 


11 

SELECTMEN'S      ACCOUNT. 
STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES. 

State  Tax,  $575  00 

County  Tax,  3144  02 


■13719  02 
Remaining  in  Treasury,  280   98 


Appropriation,  $4000  OO 

BANK  TAX. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,                                         $2140  57 

"     Assessing  and  Collecting,                             28  50 

$2169  07 

STATE   AID. 

Paid  from  March  1st,  1879,  to  March  1st,  1880,  585  50 

INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 


Paid  J.  H.  Root, 

$32  50 

E.  L.  Delano's  Estate, 

61   72 

Miss  Philinda  Bardwell, 

84  00 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Bardwell, 

195  00 

Thaxter  Shaw, 

330  00 

Franklin  Institution  for  Savings, 

434  75 

f  1  5R7 

97 

Appropriation , 

$1500  00 

Deficiency, 

37  97 

dbl  KQ^ 

97 

TURNERS  FALLS  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

Paid  for  Building  and  Furniture, 

$2805 

50 

Remaining  in  Treasury, 

394 

50 

Appropriation,  $3200  00 

ADDITION  TO  TOWN  FARM  BUILDINGS. 

Paid  for  Building  and  Foundation,  $1022   25 

Furniture  and  Bedding,  216   18 

Carrying  Water  to  House,  100  36 

$1338  79 

Remaining  in  Treasury,  .  161   21 


Appropriation,  $1500  00 


12 
CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

TO\YN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  J.  H.  Poot,  Treasurer,  $100  00 
E.  Demond,  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor,         100  00 

Jas.  A.  Gunn,    -                       "              '^  100  00 

A.  W.  Grout,     "                      "              "  lOO  00 

E.  Demond,  Assessor,  75  00 

Jas.  A.  Gunn,      "  75  00 

A.  W.  Grout,      "  75  00 

Seymour  Rockwell,  School  Committee,  100   00 

Chas.  W.  Hazelton,      -               "  100  00 

Isaac  Chenery,               -               "  100  00 

I).  C.  Bano-s,  Collector,  1^0  00 


055  00 


MISCELLiVNEOUS. 

Paid  A.  Moore,   Moderator,  $5  00 

For  Printing,  123   75 

A.  Chenery,  Care  of  Library,  50  00 

Temporary  Interest,  151   46 

Water  Pent  and  Repairs,  12   95 

E.  C.  Coy,  Vaccination,  <S0  00 

School  Books,  98  90 

School  Furniture  at  Turners  Falls,  183  00 

Colle  Hall,  Town  Meeting,  6  00 

J.  F.  Bartlett,  Sign  Boards,  8  00 

Insurance  on  Oakman  School  House,  120  00 

Geo.  L.  Barton  Estate,  Advice,  26  00 
Montague  Public  Library,  one-half  Dog  Fund,        93   50 

Turners  Falls              ''              "              "  93  50 

For  Rice  Ferry,  105  01 

W.  S.  Dana,  Legal  Advice,  ()  00 

D.  Aiken,  Defending  Licenses,  10  00 

Austin  DeA¥olf,  Montague  City  Bridge,  20  00 

"          "         Suspension  Bridge,  40  00 

St.  Mary's  Cemetery  for  Lots,  25  00 

pF.  a.  Tup^jer,  Driving  Hearse,  ■  70  00 

Joseph  Clapp,                "'        ■       and  Repairs,  27   00 
A.  Moore,  Plans  of  Schol  House  and  Town  Farm,    '2ij  00 

Travelling  Expenses,  32  02 


1?> 


Blank  Books,  Kxprcss  and  Postag'c, 

AA'ood,  Oil  and  Stationery, 

Smidiy  Old  Bills, 

Assessors'  Books, 

Expense  Bridge  Hearing, 

Board  of  Health, 

Damages, 

Old -Police  Bill, 

Defending  Licenses , 

8.  Dana  Hayes, Analysis  of  A\"ater, Montague  City, 

Henrv  Hastino-s,  Liohting  Bridge  "' 

County  of  Franklin, Kent  jSlontague  City  Bridge, 

D.  C.  Bangs,  Abatement  of  Taxes,  1878, 

E.  Demond,  "  ''         1876-77, 
B.  W.  Mayo,  Local  Register, 

J. H. Root, Recording  Births, Deaths  and  ]\Iarriages 

D.  C.  Bangs,  Posting  IVarrants, 

Assessino;  and  Collectino;  Bank  Tax, 

Repairs  Town   Hall, 

King  &  Hubbard,  Old  Bill,  1875, 

Old  Highway  Bills, 


Paid  Police,  Turners  Falls, 


$29 

53 

10 

(i8 

9 

50 

5 

50 

15 

25 

4 

00 

:M 

50 

7 

00 

11 

80 

10 

25 

11 

50 

240 

00 

197 

08 

79 

45 

32 

20 

,  77 

90 

•  10 

00 

28 

50 

5 

■2S 

80 

00 

115 

28 

Contingent  expenses, 


Remaining  in  Treasury, 


$2424 
550 

29 
00 

$2974 
1055 

29 

00 

$4029 
340 

29 
43 

Town  Appropriation, 

"  Police, 

Interest  on  Taxes, 
Corporation  Tax, 
Bank  Tax, 
Licenses,  net. 

Receipts  from  Town  House, 
Peerfield  Ferry, 


$4369  72 


11500  00 

500  00 

42  10 

326  29 

637  83 

1275  00 

36  00 

52  50 


$4369  72 


14 

SUMMARY  OF  SELEC^TMEN'S  ORDERS. 

Paid  Interest  on  Town  Debt,  $1537   97 

Police,  550  30 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  2424  29 

Town  Officers,  1055  00 

Turners  Falls  School  House,  2805   50 

Highways,  5276  09' 

Addition  to  Town  Farm  House,  1338   79 

Pauper  Expenses,  4177   ()(i 


$19165  00 


LIABILITIES  OF    THE    T0^^  N. 


J.  H.  Root, 

$500 

00 

E.  L:  Delano's  Estate, 

1075 

00 

Mrs.  Philinda  Bard  well. 

1200 

00 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Bard  well, 

3000 

00 

Thaxter  Shaw, 

5500 

00 

J.  A.  P.  Keyes, 

340 

00 

Franklin  Savings  Institution, 

15900 

00 

Note  Crocker  Bank  for  Susp'n 

Bridge,     20722 

30 

J.  H.  Root,  Administrator, 

2600 

00 

$50837 

30 

ASSETS 

, 

tJ\> 

Due  for  State  Aid, 

$708 

00 

"        State  Paupers, 

471 

14 

Due  from  J.  H.  Brown, 

743 

75 

"          Emory  Ball, 

45 

31 

Gill,  ■ 

340 

01 

Due  for  Unpaid  Taxes,  1877, 

50 

00 

1878, 

500 

00 

1879, 

1805 

87 

Cash  on  Hand, 

994 

46 

$5658 
22734 

54 

Net  Town  Debt,  March  1st, 

1879, 

21 

•'             March  1st, 

1880, 

44178 

76 

IN'et  i»creaBe  the  current  year,  $21444  55 


15 
ESTIMATED  NECESSARY  APPIIOPRIATIONS 

FOR   1880. 


State  and  County  Taxes, 

Schooling  and  Repairs, 

Interest  on  Town  Debt, 

Support  of  Poor, 

Police, 

Highways  and   Bridges, 

Lockup, 

Incidental  Expenses, 

Town  Debt, 

Respectfully  submitted. 


4500  00 
7500  00 
2000  00 
3000  00 
600  00 
6000  00 
1000  00 
1500  00 
4000  00 


$30100  00 


EDWm  DEMOND, 
JAS.  A.  GUNN, 
A,  W.  GROUT, 


Selectmen 

OF 

Montague, 


Montague,  Feb.  18,  1880. 
We  have  this  day  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Selectmen,   Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  Road  Commissioners, 
and  find  them   correct    and    vouchers   for    the    disbursements 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $19165  00. 


D.  P.  ABERCROMBIE, 
G.  A.  CLAPP, 

li.  ]^,  PAKMA.N, 


FiNANci^  Committee. 


16 


TENTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


OF  teip: 


MONTAGUE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


FROM  FEB.  1st,  1879,  TO  FEB.  1st,  1880. 


Whole  number  of  Volumes  in  Library, 
Added  the  past  year, 
Families  taking  Books, 
Received  from  Members, 

"      for  Catalogues, 

"•       from  Doff  Fund, 


Amount  expended  for  Books, 

Licidental  Expenses, 

Librarian's  Salary,  $50  00 


A.  CHENERY,  Librarian. 
E.  A.  DEANE,  Treasurer. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  MONTAGUE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1880. 


The  superintendence  of  twenty  schools,  numbering  in  all 
more  than  one  thousand  pupils,  the  expenditure  of  public  funds 
to  the  amount  of  $8,000,  the  supplying  and  care  of  buildings 
valued  at  $40,000,  involves  more  care  and  attention,  and  soli- 
citude, than  many  may  suppose. 

Parents,  and  the  whole  community,  may  well  have  an 
interest  in  the  report  of  the  work  committed  to  the  superintend- 
ents elected. 

School  subjects  are  as  old  as  Plymouth  Rock.  That  per- 
son is  a  genius  indeed  who  can  present  them  in  any  new  and 
attractive  light.  Yet  once  in  a  year  is  hardly  too  often  to  call 
attention  to  those  in  which  we  have  a  kindred  interest.  The 
opinions  and  the  course  pursued  by  committees  are  not  always 
in  harmony  with  the  views  of  all  the  citizens.  A  report  offers 
the  Committee  a  medium  of  apology  and  justification,  as  well 
as  advice  and  recommendations. 

We  shall  offer  some  opinions  upon  one  or  two  subjects 
that  we  have  been  led  to  believe  are  not  endorsed  by  all  the 
citizens ;  yet  we  are  inclined  to  think  they  coincide  with 
the  views  of  a,  large  f^-nd  intelligent  class,     We  Eiay  have  more 
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to  say  about  one  matter  than  at  first   it  might  seem  to  deserve. 
The  matter  is  concernino;  the  conveyance  of  school  children,  or 

TRANSPORTATION. 

We  were  not  surprised  that,  with  its  first  adoption,  this 
means  of  extending  the  school  ])rivileges  met  some  opposition, 
and  some  unmerited  criticism,  like  new  experiments  in  other 
affairs.  Yet  we  had  come  to  believe  that  it  had  commended 
itself  to  its  opponents  as  well  as  to  those  who  gave  it  candid 
and  unprejudiced  attention.  An  unexpected  and  vehement  de- 
mand has  ])een  made  in  tlie  formerly  so-styled  LaFayette 
district  that  a  school  be  opened  and  maintained  there.  If  this 
demand  is  o-ranted  a  ucav  school  house  must  be  built  in  that 
region  or  the  old  one  repaired  at  a  very  considerable  cost,  and 
a  school  there  would  be  small  and  consequently  inferior. 
Their  privileges  now  provided  consist  of  a  respectable  convey- 
ance that  carries  their  children  regularly  and  punctually  to  a 
school  which  has  all  the  best  facilities  for  instruction  that  the 
town  affords.  Said  school  is  graded,  not  un wieldly  in  num- 
bers, kept  in  a  large  and  well  ventilated  building,  etc.  The 
assistance  that  the  forty  or  more  children  who  are  carried  from 
diff'erent  parts  of  the  town  renders  in  grading  and  classifying, 
the  manifest  superiority  of  the  instruction  over  their  former  ad- 
vantages in  the  small  ones,  extending  the  privileges  of  the 
High  School  to  portions  of  the  town  remote  from  it,  saving 
to  the  treasury  from  tAVO  to  five  hundred  dollars  annually,  all 
have  seemed  to  the  Conunittee  suflficient  reasons  for  advocating 
and  adopting  the  means  now  practiced.  The  church,  the  store, 
the  post  office,  the  grist  mill  and  other  evidences  of  civiliza- 
tion are  not  equidistant  from  everybody  ;  fortunate  is  he  who 
has  located  within  a  "convenient  distance  !"  If  it  is  best,  or 
if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  town,  to  relapse  into  the  old  habit  of 
supporting  a  school  wherever  a  dilapidated  monument  of  the 
old  school  district  system  stands,  it  woidd  l)e  a  satisfaction 
(tljiough  a  painful  one)  to   ^Iie   coiiimittee   to  know  it.      Since 
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we  have  been  unal^le  to  suppress  ann()yiu<^  P^'tty  coiuplaints 
and  have  failed  to  satisfy  all,  of  the  merits  of"  this  measure,  we 
ask  for  an  expression  of  public  sentiment  to  sanction  the  course 
pursued  if  right,  or  condenm  if  wrong.  Thus  perchance  we,  or 
those  whom  we  have  failed  to  convince  and  convert,  may  be  en- 
lightened. 

Only  by  the  vote  of  the  town  are  committees  authorized 
to  apply  a  portion  of  the  approjDriation  to  this  purpose.  If 
through  indifference  or  a  sentiment  opposed  to  it,  the  vote  is 
not  carried,  the  schools  will  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  that 
we  have  uro-ed,  and  at  least  three  more  schools  will  have  to  be 
maintained  at  an  estimated  annual  cost  of  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars, at  least  three  hundred  dollars  more  than  the  cost  by  the 
means  now  furnished.  Besides  the  present  means  that  trans- 
portation affords  toward  equalizing  the  privileges  of  the  High 
School  between  those  living  near  and  those  at  a  distance  must 
be  discontinued.  One  reason  for  occupying  so  much  space 
Math  this  matter  is  that  we  think  its  importance  is  not  recog- 
nized and  appreciated ;  for  whenever  the  question  comes  up  in 
the  annual  town  meeting,  it  evidently  has  received  but  little 
attention,  as  there  is  little  expression  made  for  or  against  it. 
The  few  would  hardly  clamor  so  confidently  and  con- 
tinually against  it  if  there  were  a  full  expression  of  that  public 
sentiment  in  its  favor  which  we  think  it  deserves. 

There  are  some  children  at  Millers  Eiver  and  on  the 
"Mineral"  that  have  not  been  furnished  all  the  advantages  for 
attending  school  that  Ave  could  wish.  During  the  summer  and 
fall  terms  a  part  of  them  can  attend  the  Erring  schools  with  no 
great  inconvenience.  In  the  winter  the  distance  and  the  state 
of  the  weather  make  it  difficult.  To  carry  them  all  to  the 
Millers  Falls  schools  would  make  a  considerable  journey  over 
a  drifting  road  that  is  travelled  but  little.  We  think  it  expe- 
dient that  the  town  make  some  provision  for  them  or  instruct 
the  committee  what  course  to  take. 

NORMAL  TEACHING. 

We  were  surprised   by  a  disposition  in  one   section  of  the 
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town  to  take  exception  to  the  so-styled  Normal  methods.  It 
has  become  a  rare  occurrence,  however,  to  meet  objections  to 
them.  We  remember  the  hostile  criticisms  that  assailed  them 
in  various  parts  of  the  state  a  few  years  ago.  Now  they  are 
not  only  generally  acquiesced  in,  but  have  won  advocates  from 
their  most  active  opponents.  Perhaps  a  word  in  their  defence 
may  not  be  lost  on  the  very  few  who  may  honestly  oppose 
them.  We  have  a  right  to  exjject  them  to  be  the  best  as  well 
as  reasons  to  believe  they  are.  They  are  the  work  of  profes- 
sional educators  whose  business  it  is  to  devise  practical  instru- 
mentalities and  methods  of  instruction.  It  seems  presumptive 
to  school  boards  with  their  limited  time  and  opportunities  for 
study  and  observation  to  take  issue  with  them.  Teachers  who 
have  spent  two  years  in  the  Xormal  solely  to  study  and  practice 
methods  of  teacliing  ought  to  excel  as  instructors.  They  ought 
also  to  have  been  instrumental  in  amending  and  perfecting  the 
methods.  These  methods  are  in  our  schools  to  a  considerable 
extent — those  teachers  who  have  not  attended  the  Normal 
adopting  many  of  them.  They  make  them  vfistly  more  work 
than  the  old  ways,  a  burden  that  is  carried  gracefully  and  borne 
cheerfully  by  them. 

They  commend  themselves  to  us  in  that  they  have  dispelled 
the  erroneous  notion  that  to  learn  the  book  is  the  object  of 
study  rather  than  to  comprehend  the  principles  and  science  it 
is  designed  to  illustrate.  They  have  dispelled  the  notion  that 
to  invent  unwritten  rules  and  examples  and  illustrations  is  a 
serious  disloyalty  to  the  book.  It  seems  a  sad  misapprehension 
of  her  work  when  a  teacher  depends  entirely  upon  the  text 
books  as  though  they  had  provided  all  the  illustrations  and  ex- 
planations for  the  mental  needs  of  every  child.  If  committing 
to  memory  the  pages  of  the  Scriptures  w^ere  sufficient  to  com- 
prehend the  spirit  of  the  Book,  the  world  would  hardly  be  teem- 
ino-  with  commentaries  and  sermons. 

It  is  a  monotonous  place  indeed  where  a  teacher  sits  like  a 
hired    taskmaster,  to  assign  mere  book-work,    to  see   that  it  is 
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done  or  committed  and  inflict  the  penalties  for  its  neglect,  with 
no  light  thrown  upon  the  subjects  of  study  and  recitation,  from 
her  own  mind. 

THE  SCHOOLS  IN  DETAIL. 
It  gives  us  unspeakable  satisfaction  to  report  that  the 
harmonious  relations  that  have  existed  between  all  parties  for  a 
few  years  past  have  suffered  no  serious  and  permanent  inter- 
ruption. That  skilled  and  much  exercised  talent  of  the  mind 
for  discovering  human  frailties  has,  with  an  exception  or  two, 
been  kindly  suppressed.  Means  of  discipline  and  ways  of  in- 
struction, not  employed  in  our  schooldays,  have  begn  tolerated. 
The  rio'ht  of  the  teacher  to  insist  that  the  rudiments  of  o-ood 
manners  shall  be  enforced  upon  the  children  at  home  has  been 
recognized.  The  teacher's  mistakes  have  not  been  taken  as 
the  measure  of  her  work.  One  or  two  in  a  district,  actuated 
by  a  private  pique  or  sinister  motive,  can  find  imperfections 
with  amazing  facility.  Every  year  a  more  heartfelt  interest  in 
the  schools  of  Montague  seems  to  be  developing. 

The  provisions  made  for  Millers  Falls  during  the  spring 
and  fall  terms  did  not  seem  to  meet  the  approbation  of  all  its 
patrons.  The  reason  is  not  readily  apparent.  The  abundant 
testimony  offered  in  the  case  is  not  so  direct  as  to  warrant  us 
in  attempting  to  define  the  difficulty.  In  our  opinion  Miss 
Brainard  and  Miss  Nelson  were  deservino-  of  more  encourao-e- 
ment  than  they  received.  It  has  not  been  our  good  fortune  to 
be  made  acquainted  with  infallible  teachers.  The  trouble  sub- 
sided in  time  to  permit  the  winter  term  to  regain  a  character 
more  nearly  uniform  with  the  rest  of  the  town.  We  trust  that 
Millers  Falls  may  not  be  an  exception  to  the  good  reputation 
of  the  schools  of  Montague. 

The  City  primary  has  suffered  severely  from  the  great 
affliction,  diphtheria.  It  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  one 
of  the  most  interesting  in  town,  nor  has  it  lost  that  character 
from  its  recent  bereavements.  The  standard  of  scholarship  in 
the  Grammar  has   been  low  in    years  past.       Now   it  stands  in 
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the  first  rank,  some  of  the  most  advanced  pupils  of  this  grade, 
in  town,  are  in  this  school.  It  might  seem  that  Turners  Falls , 
which  furnishes  more  than  one  half  of  the  pupils  and  the  means 
of  their  education,  was  entitled  to  a  large  share  of  our  report. 
Other  than  in  numbers  and  opening  two  new  and  large  schools, 
there  has  been  no  great  change  the  past  year.  We  have  con- 
culsive  reasons  for  believing  them  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
munity, as  no  complaints  have  come  to  us  at  any  time  ;  and 
our  own  observation  confirms  their  excellent  condition.  Of 
course  they  are  not  without  their  imperfections.  We  admire 
and  appreciate  the  spirit  of  their  patrons  that  recognises  their 
greater  ^drtues,  and  charitably  overlooks  their  lesser  faults. 
We  feel  proud  that  they  stand  well  with  the  many  prosperous 
institutions  that  inspire  a  commendable  pride  and  hope  for  the 
future  of  the  place. 

THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Last  year  we  adopted  a  course  of  studies  for  the  High 
School.  We  have  deemed  it  best  to  deviate  from  it  in  some 
respects.  By  devoting  a  part  of  the  time  of  the  winter  term  to 
some  of  the  English  branches  not  prescribed  in  the  course  for 
that  term,  gives  those  Avho  take  the  full  course  a  thorough  re- 
view and  meets  the  needs  of  quite  a  class  who  cannot  conven- 
iently attend  the  remainder  of  the  year.  A  very  large  class  in 
Arithmetic  was  formed  the  last  term,  the  study  of  it,  and  the 
instruction  given  being  of  a  more  general  and  comprehensive 
character  than  can  be  pursued  in  the  lower  grades.  One  term 
of  the  last  year  was  not  what  Ave  anticipated  or  desired.  The 
last  principal,  however,  placed  it  at  once  upon  the  high  road  of 
prosperity.  The  others  have  been  on  the  whole  very  satisfact- 
ory. Our  plan  to  make  the  adjacent  schools  of  like  grade  as 
the  Centre,  has  been  successful.  Millers  Falls,  Dry  Hill  and 
Chestnut  Hill,  West,  Federal  Street  and  the  Village,  form 
practically  one  school,  those  outside  of  the  Centre  being  classed 
to  correspond  with  the  Primary  and  Grammar  at  the  Centre. 
The  villao^e  schools  met  with  a  not  uncommon  misfortune  to 
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the  town.  Some  of  the  best  teachers,  who  had  gained  an  en- 
viable reputation,  were  induced  to  resign,  because  other  towns 
with  more  means  and  longer  terms,  offered  them  better  wages 
and      more    employment.  The    loss     to    the     village     of 

Miss  Stiles  and  Miss  Pomeroy,  on  this  account,  may  serve  as 
an  argument  in  favor  of  making  our  means  equal  to  those  towns 
which  offered  them  more  compensation. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  $7,500  appropriated  we  found  a  little  more 
than  sufficient  to  keep  all  the  schools  thirty-two  Aveeks ; 
the  Grammar,  at  Turners  Falls,  and  the  High,  at  the  Centre, 
thirty-SLs  weeks.  Two  new  ones  were  opened  at  Turners 
Falls,  one  for  the  entire  year,  one  for  the  winter  term. 
That  we  did  not  expend  all  the  money  appropriated  is  due 
partly  to  a  loyalty  to  the  commendable  sentiment  of  the  town 
to  keep  within  the  appropriation,  and  in  part  to  an  uncertainty 
about  the  demands  of  the  fast  increasing  population  of  Turners 
Falls.  By  crowding  a  large  number  into  the  primaries  (as 
many  as  ninety  children)  two  new  ones  only  were  required. 
Probably  one  additional  will  have  to  be  maintained  the  en- 
suing year.  Computing  from  the  cost  of  the  schools  the  past 
year,  something  over  two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  week 
is  the  estimated  needs  for  another  year.  If  it  is  the  sentiment 
of  the  town  to  extend  the  terms  from  thirty-two  to  thirty-six 
weeks  (as  the  committee  urgently  recommend)  eight  thousand 
dollars  will  hardly  cover  the  cost. 

We  cannot  hope  to  make  the  expense  of  repairs  as  light 
another  year. 

From  a  careful  study  of  all  the  principal  sources  of  ex- 
pense we  have  discovered  no  consistent  way  to  make  any 
material  retrenchment. 

CONCLUSION. 

Almost  any  appeal  to  the  public  or  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  for  generous  and  active  support  of  their  common  schools, 
seems  justifiable.       Such    an  appeal  oornes  not  oiily  froiB   t^e. 
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appalling  ignorance  that  is  under  our  observation  every 
day,  but  also  from  those  high  in  official  positions.  They  give 
common  and  equal  advantages  to  the  unfortunate  and  prosper- 
ous, and  he  who  can  leave  his  children  no  other  legacy  can 
give  them  an  education.  Towns  most  munificient  toward 
their  schools  attract  and  hold  the  most  desirable  classes  of  in- 
habitants. The  town  of  Quincy,  where  the  means  of  their 
support  are  almost  unlimited,  is  visited  by  all  lovers  of 
education. 

iSTo  town  can  afford  to  neglect  their  interests.  Indiffer- 
ence to  them  is  inexcusable.  Every  truly  public  spirited  man 
and  woman  will  give  them  their  support  and  encouragement. 


SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL,  ^ 

C.  W.   HAZELTON,  >  School  Committee. 

ISAACS  CHENERY,  S 


